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UNITED STATES SENATI 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
July 23, 1954 
Hon. Leveretr SALTONSTALL, 
( hairman., Ne nate Clomm thee OT Arme l SErTVIiCES 
Washington, D. ¢ 
Drar SENATOR SALTONSTALL: It is my honor to transmit herewith 
the report of Preparedness Subcommittee No. 6, which you appointed 
on May 22 to study the essentiality ol the American horological indus 
try to our Nation’s security 
With the submission of this report, and in the absence of any con 
trary directive from you, the subcommittee considers itself discharged 
Sincerely yours, 
JamMES H. Durr, 
( hairman Pre paredne ss Subcommittee No. 6 
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ESSENTIALITY OF THE AMERICAN WATCH AND 
CLOCK INDUSTRY 


On May 22, 1954, Senator Leverett Saltonstall, chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, established Preparedness Sub- 
committee No. 6 to study the essentiality of the American horological 
industry to national defense 

The subcommittee, directing its attention solely to the question of 
defense essentiality, held hearings on June 30, July 1 and 2, 1954 
The subcommittee received evidence to the effect that 

The watch and clock industry has a unique pool of skilled 
workers, some of whom require up to 10 years of training and 
experience before they achieve professional proficiency in their 
precision crafts; 

The Nation has historically called upon this skilled pool of 
‘workers from the watch and clock industry in time of war as 
its primary source of precision timepieces, military precision 
timing devices, and for the development and production of other 
essential miniature instruments; 

In times of emergency, the Nation cannot safely rely on foreign 
precision timepieces, other precision timing devices, and jewel 
bearings needed for defense requirements; 

Unless the training and employment of this skilled pool of 
workers in the horological industry are continued, the pool of 
workers cannot be maintained intact, Their unique proficiencies 
and skills would deteriorate in industries requiring less highly 
developed skills and the particular skills required in time of war 
emergency would not be available. 

An abundance of expert testimony was heard by the subcommittee. 
The testimony was in almost unanimous agreement that the pool of 
skilled workers of the American watch and clock industry is essential 
to the security of our country in time of war. 

As stated above, the subcommittee has confined its study and con- 
fines its report to the precise question propounded by its charter—the 
essentiality of the industry to national defense. 

On all the evidence, the subcommittee concludes: 

1. Although the Nation was substantially self-sufficient in the pro- 
duction of precision instruments required for defense in World War 
II, it must be remembered that the Nation had over 2 years to pre- 
pare for war. 

2. A future war may come swiftly and without advance notice 
In such an event, there will be no time to provide training in the 
highly specialized and critical skills needed to produce the precision 
timing devices for defense requirements. 








2 ESSENTIALITY OF THE AMERICAN WATCH AND CLOCK INDUSTRY 
The highly skilled workers in the American wateh and clock 
industry, who require long years of training and experience, and thei 


inique ability to develop and produce, within the shortest time 
possible, precision instruments to minute tolerances, are essential to 
the national defense. Therefore, it is in the interest of national 
defense to keep this essential industry alive and vital 
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